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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2016-562
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Hazouri
Date of Introduction: August 23, 2016
Committee(s) of Reference: PHS, F
Date of Analysis: August 26, 2016
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill repeals the existing and enacts a new Ordinance Code Chapter 168 – Burglary and Robbery Alarm Systems – to increase the penalties for false alarms and to establish a policy which authorizes the Sheriff’s Office to discontinue law enforcement response to a property whose owner fails renew an alarm permit annually or to pay a civil penalty assessed for accumulation of excessive false alarms. The bill creates a requirement for annual renewal of alarm permits, at no cost if renewed within 30 days before or after the annual renewal date and creates a reinstatement fee for permits renewed more than 30 days after the renewal date. The bill provides that the Sheriff’s Office shall not respond to alarms (except panic/distress alarms) originating from addresses where the alarm system was installed, monitored, inspected or serviced by an alarm contractor who fails to maintain a valid alarm contractor registration certificate with the City. It creates an appeals process for the assessment of civil penalties and other enforcement decisions and provides an option for violators to attend an Alarm User Awareness Class one time in a 24-month period in lieu of paying an assessed fine of up to $100.
Background Information: The City’s current alarm regulation ordinance was enacted in 1988 and the Sheriff’s Office believes that it is ineffective in preventing false alarms, which comprise approximately 98% of all emergency calls from alarm systems in the city. The new ordinance stiffens the penalty provisions for false alarms, as the current provisions are insufficient to compel payment of citations. Currently 6 false alarms are permitted before a $25 citation is issued for false alarms 7-12 within a 12 month period; if a 13th false alarm occurs the registration for that alarm is revoked and it may not be used until the system is serviced and recertified with a new $25 registration fee. The new bill would allow 2 uncharged false alarms, then impose civil penalties of $50, $100, $250 and $500 for the fourth through sixth false alarms, after which the JSO would cease responding to alarms at that address, except for panic or robbery-in-progress alarms (which would incur $500 fines for each false alarm). The bill expresses the JSO’s support for the development of an Alarm User Awareness Class, attendance at which could excuse an alarm owner from paying a fine once every two years. It also creates an appeals process for an administrative hearing before a JSO hearing officer. The bill enacts a Government Immunity provision stating that registration of an alarm with the Sheriff’s Office does not create a contract, duty or obligation, either express or implied, on the City’s part to respond to an alarm, and stating that the City and the Sheriff’s Office are exempt from tort liability under Florida Statutes except to the extent it is waived in Sec. 768.28, F.S. (waiver of immunity, recovery limits, limitations on attorney fees, indemnification).
Policy Impact Area: False alarm reduction
Fiscal Impact: The bill substantially increases fines for false alarm violations.
Analyst: Clements
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